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REMARKS ON CHANTING. 


Tuz practice of chanting the Psalms appears, from notices in the Writings of 
the Fathers of the Church, to have prevailed from the early ages of Christianity.* 
It was continued during the middle ages, and was existing at the period of the 
Reformation. Archbishop Cranmer then Є travailed to make the (latin) verses into 
English, putting the latin note unto the same ;” and from that period, chanting has 
been the only legitimate psalmody of the reformed Church of England. By “ the 
Psalms of David," mentioned in the title of the Book of Common Prayer, “ as pointed 
to be sung or said in Churches,” is intended the Psalms which are now usually read 
in divine service in our Parish Churches, and which are chanted in Cathedrals. The 
writer would have thought it superfluous to notice a fact, which may be considered as 
generally known, were it not that in those parts of the kingdom which are remote 
from Cathedral Churches, and where chanting has not yet been introduced into 
parochial service, the words above quoted from the title-page of the Prayer Book are 
supposed by many to have reference to the metrical Psalms, which are often bound 
up along with Prayer Books : and persons are not aware, that the colons, with whicli 
the middle of each verse of the psalter is pointed, ате musical marks, for the regula- 
tion of chanting. | 


The writer of these pages has entered more fully into the subject, in a pamphlet 
published in 1821, and intituled, “ An Inquiry into Historical Facts, relative to 
parochial Psalmody ;” shewing, that the addition of metrical psalms, or the substitu- 
tion of the singing of these, in the place of that Psalter which the Liturgy has sanc- 
tioned, is a violation of the Act of Uniformity. | 

It was the intention of the Rubric’ of the Church бо establish and maintain 
uniformity in public worship. There had been a “ diversity of saying or singing,” but 
“all the whole realm was henceforth to have but one use.” Тһе royal permissions 
which were subsequently granted, on the “ humble petitions” of various metrical versi- 
fiers of the Psalms, for congregations to receive their versions, if they thought fit, was 
the opening to an extensive violation of the Act of Uniformity. It is remarkable, 
however, that for the Old Version, though it was for many years the only metrical 
version in use in parish churches, no royal allowance has yet been found. It is true, 
that Mr. Archdeacon Todd, who has published a work of considerable research in 


* The Rev. J. A. Latrobe goes still further, and traces back the chant * to within a few centuries of the flood, 
through all the gradations of religious worship, under the present and former dispensations, whether Christian or Jewish, 
Church, Temple, or Tabernacle.” —Music of the Church, р. 264, 


t In many instances, these marks might be better placed, in respect both to the sense, and to musical adaptation. 
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favour of the Old Version, conceives he has discovered the “allowance” so long sought 
for in its behalf* He has found, that John Day paid 4d. for a license to print а part 
of these Psalms; and that similar licenses for printing the whole of the Old Version 
were repeatedly granted during Elizabeth’s reign. But the learned Archdeacon also 
remarks, that the Queen’s injunctions prohibit the printing “ any maner of hooke or 
paper, of what sort or nature, or in what language soever it be, except the same be 
licensed by her Majestie;” and Һе quotes instances of the royal allowance or 
authority being granted to Sermons of John Calvin, and to a Treatise by that 
Reformer; to “а Summarie of Englyshe Chronicles,” and to * an old Playe.” It was 
also granted to a version of the Psalms by Archbishop Parker, which never was in- 
troduced into the Church. The license or authority fo print a work, therefore, із no 
allowance £o use i£ in public worship. In fact, the Sovereign cannot confer any such 
authority, because, as it has been already observed, the Psalms to be sung in Churches 
are part of the Liturgy established by Act of Parliament. 


It is not, however, merely on account of antiquity and exclusive authority, that 
this description of Psalmody claims a preference, but on the ground об intrinsic 
superiority. ‘The best metrical translations of the Psalms must always be greatly 
inferior to the authorised prose Psalter. Whoever, with the help of Bishop Lowth’s 
preface to Isaiah, considers the structure of Hebrew Poetry, and the unequal length 
of the verse, in its whole and both its parts, must admit, that every translation into 
verses of equal length, must not only lose all the beautiful manner of the original, 
but be constantly either abridging, or redundantly adding to, the sense of the inspired 
writers. What intelligent and devout worshipper does not prefer this portion of 
holy scripture, as our translators have presented it, retaining the purity and sublimity 
of the original, to the meagre and adulterated compositions of Sternhold oy of Tate ? 
Or, what shall we think of the taste of him who would choose to hear the monotonous 
drone ої the congregation in а psalm tune, rather than the harmony of the choir in а 
chant? It may be added, that the introduction into divine worship of psalms in 
metre, when the Psalms of the day have already been used, is ап unsuitable and 
inconvenient addition to the length of the service. A longer time is occupied in 
singing two short portions of metrical psalms, usually comprising not more than 
four verses each, than would be sufficient for chanting the whole of the psalms 
appointed for the day, allowing for the time now occupied in reading them. 
Besides, where the psalms are chanted, there exists no need for a voluntary, which 
usually follows where they are only read.+ On the whole, it may be safely asserted, 
that in proportion as the usage of the primitive ages is adopted, in proportion as 
the rites of the church are respected, as the structure of her in 


attended to, and as her music is duly appreciated, chanting will b 
metrical psalmody. 


Spired poetry is 
e preferred above 


* * Observations on the Metrical Version of the Р 
Rev. H. J. Todd. 


salms, made by Sternhold, Hopkins, and others.” Ву the 


+ The way in which the psalms are usually recited in churches where there is no ch 
reading of the verse by the Clerk, frequently forms an odd contrast to that by the С 
offensively loud above the voices of the congregation 
not intelligible to the hearer, 


anting, is objectionable. The 
lergyman: the Clerk із in general 


; or if he be content to mingle his voice with theirs, the words are 
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Within the last forty years, this practice has been, in some measure, revived in 
the parish churches of many of our principal towns; and the congregations join in 
chanting the Venite Exultemus, the Te Deum, and Jubilate, the Magnificat, or the 
Cantate, the Nunc Dimittis, or the Deus Miscreatur, with a happy and a devotional 
effect. 


Amongst the causes which have contributed to the unpopularity of chanting, 
may be mentioned, the slovenly manner in which it is often hurried over. So far 
back as in the sixteenth century, Erasmus censured the * confused and disorderly 
chattering of words" in Church Music; and it must be admitted, as a correspondent 
in the Harmonicon observes,* є that chanting, even in our Cathedrals, is not unfre- 
quently performed in a careless irreverent manner, without a spark of feeling or ex- 
pression ; and, in consequence, is neither understood nor appreciated by the congre- 
gation.^ Often during the chanting note, the singers are striving to get before 
each other, and slur over the syllables without any articulation. There is по 
excuse for this want of distinctness and precision. When the Litany is well chanted 
by two persons in unison, the syllables are simultaneously pronounced by each ; and 
what is there done by two voices, might easily be done by twenty. Perhaps the chief 
cause of the defective performance of the chant is its apparent facility. Due attention 
is usually paid in choirs to the practice and rehearsal of difficult and elaborate com- 
positions, but the chant being so easy, is left by organists and choristers to take its 
course. ‘The fact, however, is, that chanting cannot be brought to precision and 
uniformity without carefully drilling the performers in private, so that wherever 
irregularity or inarticulation exists, it may be noticed and corrected. The rules which 
the Rev. J. A. Latrobe suggests are excellent. * Pronounce each syllable distinctly, 
so that you may not only understand yourselves, but be understood by others. Avoid 
singing the first part of the clause in too great haste. Тһе very design of the one 
long note, upon which the first part runs, is to afford time for the steady and clear 
pronunciation of each syllable and word ; and for this purpose the organist should 
vary its duration according to the length of the verse." 


The public attention has of late years been more particularly directed to the 
diversity of practice which exists in different choirs, and sometimes in the same choir, 
as to the adaptation of the words to the notes. The correspondent of the Harmoni- 
con, already quoted, observes, that * the same passage may sometimes be heard sung 
in six different ways, among chanters, who have had the experience of half a century." 
The writer of these pages, in the course; of his visits to Cathedrals, has remarked. the 
different modes of chanting, used in their choirs; some of these may not improbably 
have existed in the same Cathedrals for a long period, perhaps from the time of 
the Reformation, or even antecedent to it. With respect to the method at York, 


m 
. 


* Harmonicon for 1832, р. 27 


T Rev. J. A. Latrobe's Instructions of Chenaniah, p. б. In recommending the two publications of Mr. Latrobe, 
which have been quoted, on the subject of the due performance of congregational and choral music, the writer cannot 
omit to notice, that the lovers of sacred music are under lasting obligations to the Rev. C. J. Latrobe, of London, (Mr. 
J. A. Latrobe's father,) whose judicious selections from the choicest musical works of foreign composers for the church 


have contributed to improve the public taste. 
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Жо, 1. Таким (used also at Norwich.) 


H. Pine. А 
5, Самтеввову (used also at St, Paul's.) 


3. umama (used also at Chester.) 


| ТЕГЕН ЧА * є Some follow the use of Bangor, 
Other (Cathedrals agree with some of the above. Бот, 


ваше ol York," some of Lincoln and Canterbury. 


Ма. 1. (LINCOLN MODE.) 


Psaicu ИП, e, D. Lord, Шесто hast been | mur * re | fuge: 
| thua to | a-no | ther. 





From oe mens 
Weak. Thon (armes, mam pa | ulvs-truc | tion : 

Again thaw sayas me again | ye * chil | dren * of | men. 
ч, 9, For wam шй? away im thy | dis-plea | sure: 

Amd шге alic я" tl wrath | ful * in | dig-na | tion. 


Mau У, w. 8. far Bet shall deliver theae trom the snare of | the * hun | ter : 
And incen tl | raise | pes-ti | lence. 
пе, A Ше shall кб нее under his wings, and thou shalt be safe under | his * fea | thers: 


His аии аке am truth shall be | thy * shield | and * buck | ler. 
We A, The set wt be кабела or any ter | ror * by | night : 

Birar rur ка arm | Май fli | eth # by | day: 
Ho Mit. Kur Ман пре чо glat ма р | in * dark | ness. 

or [йш hu sae mess kon whestroy | eth # in | the * noon | day. 
v. 13. Трой shalt go upon the lion | and * ad | dev: 


The young lion and the dragon shalt thou | tread * un-der > thy | feet. 


No. 2. (YORK MODE.) 


Рѕлтм 90, v. I. Lord, thou hast | been * our | refuge : 
From one gene | ra-tion | to *a | nother, 
v. 9. Thou turnest man | to * des | truction : 
Again thou sayest come again | ye * chil | dren * of | men. 
v. T. For we consume away in | thy * dis | pleasure: 
And are afraid at thy | wrath-ful | in-dig | nation: 


Рвлтм 91, у. 8. For he shall deliver thee from the snare | of *the | hunter : 
And from the | noi-some | pes-ti | lence. 
v. 4. He shall defend thee under his wings, and thou shalt be safe un | der * his | feathers : 
His faithfulness and truth shall | be * thy | shield # and | buckler. | 
у. 5. Thou shalt not be afraid for апу ter | ror # by | night : 
Nor for the arrow | that я fli | eth * by | дау; 
у. 6. For the pestilence that walk | eth—in 19 1 


Nor for the sickness that destroy | eth ғ in | the % noon | day. 


arkness: 


" Book of Common Prayer, 
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у. 19. ‘Thou shalt go upon the | | оп * and | adder: 
The young lion and the dragon shalt thou | tread * un | der * thy | feet; 
v. 14. Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I de | liver | him: 
I will set him on high, because | he * hath | known * my | name. 


No. 3. (CANTERBURY MODE.) 


This agrees with No. 2, except where the differences are next noted, viz.— 
Рвлім 90, у. 2, latter clause. Again thou sayest come а | gain Ж ye | children * of | men: 


Рвлім 91, v. 3, latter clause. And | from * the | noi-some | pestilence. 
v. 4, former clause. He shall defend thee under his wings, and thou shalt be safe | under * his | feathers 
v. 5. Thou shalt not be afraid for any | terror * by | night : 
Nor for the | arrow * that | flieth Ж by | day. 
v. D For the pestilence that | walketh Ж in | darkness : 
Nor for the sickness that des | troyeth—in | the * noon | day. 
v. 18. "Thou shalt go upon the | /ion * and | adder: 
the young lion and the dragon shalt | thou | tread * under * thy | feet. 
v. 14. Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will | I* де | liver him: ` 
I will set him on high be | cause Я he hath | known * my | name. 


No, 4. (BANGOR MODE.) 


This method consists in a still freer and more general appropriation of a plurality 
of syllables to one note, than is practised at Canterbury, e. g. 


Psatm 95, v. 1. О come let us | sing un-to the | Lord: 

Let us heartily re | joice * in the | strength of Я our sal | vation. 
. Let us come before his | presence Ж with thanks | giving : 
. And | shew our-selves | glad in Ж him with | psalms. 

For the | Zord is * a great | God: &c. 


< < 
со 29 


In comparing the different modes, we should divest ourselves of prejudice in 
favour of that to which we have been accustomed. The Lincoln practice totally dis- 
regards accentuation ; and resembles the reading of a scholar in the first form, who 
has only been taught to spell syllables, but not to join them. The York method 
recognizes the propriety of accentuation; but its recognition ventures no further 
than to any one or more short syllables, which may occur at іле end of a verse ; and 
which can be consolidated on the last note. Іп all other cases, whether the syllables 
be long or short, they are pronounced as of equal length. The correspondent of the 
Harmonicon, already quoted, censures this mode as а “ very faulty accentuation,” and 
is of opinion * it would be better to leave each verse to be divided as taste, fancy, or 
caprice may direct; or to have the same passage sung six different ways,—than to 
offend the understanding and torture the ear, and disfigure these beautiful hymns, : 
by the general adoption of a mode of accentuation so barbarous as that recommended 
in several instances by Mr. Dibb." * 


The suggestion of a scheme for bringing the choir of a Cathedral to an uniformity 
in chanting, and thus facilitating a precise and simultaneous enunciation, is stated in 


* Remarks on Dibb's Key to Chanting—Harmonicon, 1832, p. 27. Mr. Dibb is no further accountable than for 
having exhibited the ancient York method of chanting. 
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the Harmonicon to have first been made by Mr. Marsh, of rod ee a E 
Dr. Beckwith, of Norwich № appears, however, that E SE be recited A the 
no more than the distinguishing, as Mr. Dibb has done, о 
chanting note, from those which are to follow; Е Ce Е ae dd act Ела find 
that by the methods used at Lincoln, No. 1,and York, N ER мо кайс 
their proper positions. But the writer of these pages consi SE = ; E pa d 
to claim for Dr. Camidge the first contrivance and БИН ЯН — e EEN 

tinguishing both the words of the chanting-note, and the places P Se Е — en = 
which follow. The specimen was given in Ше Te Deum which t зе кы: й D E 
1821, at the end of his * Inquiry,” already referred to. The following are extracts : 


When thou hadst overcome the—sharpness —of—death : | 
Thou didst open the kingdom of—heaven—to—all—be—liever's. 


- 5 سرو‎ s. 
О Lord have—mer—cy up—on us: have—me—r—cy—up—on и 


In the first of the above instances, Dr. Camidge has adopted the plan No. 3. as 
to the word sharpness, in preference to the antient York plan, which would have 


divided it thus, — | 
Sharp | ness—of | death. 


And in the second instance, he has pursued a method which has been recently recom- 
mended by “М.Н.” (the correspondent of the Harmonicon,+ already quoted) as 
convenient to be occasionally used for avoiding impropriety of accentuation ; viz.— 
the division of one syllable between the two notes of a bar, e. 5. 


Dn. Caurpcr.—Have | me—r | cy—up | on us. 


M. Н—Гаџег clause. And hath not sat in the | se—at | of—the | scornful. 
Former clause. For the Lord is a | gre—at | God: 
Latter clause. And we are the people of his pasture, and the | sheep—of | his | hand. 
Latter clause, And the strength of the | hills—is | Hi—s | also, 
Latter clause. And made him glad with the | joy—of | 7/--у | countenance. 
Latter clause. O | teach—me | Th—y | statutes. 
Former clause. I will wash my hands in innocency | —0— | Lord : 
Latter clause. And so will I | go—to | 7/--у | altar. 


M. H. judiciously observes, that * it will be most prudent not to make innovations in 
the established usage of a choir, except for a great and manifest improvement.” —He 
adds, “ А bar should, if possible, end with a short or unaccented syllable, or with a 
pause, which is equivalent.” 


It is with pleasure the writer adds, that Dr. Camidge has now ready for the 
press, and purposes shortly to publish, an arrangement of the whole book of psalms 
for chanting; which corrects what is defective in the antient York method, already 
alluded to. Itis to be regretted, that the Doctor's avocations have so long delayed 


the completion of his intention, which the writer announced, on his authority, twelve 
years ago. ; 


* Father of the Rev. H. Beckwith, Vicar Choral of York, 


% Harmonicon for 1832, p. 28. 
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At Chester Cathedral, the psalms in several of the prayer books have been 
marked, under the organist’s direction, with a pen, for the guidance of the choir 
and congregation, in the performance of the chant. 


The writer has little, if any thing, to state, in respect to the chants, which he 
now ventures to present to the public. There are already in most cathedral organ- 
lofts, an abundance of worthless chants, and probably his own will add to the number ; 
if, however, any of them should happen to be found deserving of a better fate, he will 
be satisfied. 


Living under the shadow of а great Cathedral, and within the hearing of its 
commensurate organ, a great variety of chants are daily sounding in his ears. When 
the composition of those to which he listens happens to be indifferent, he sometimes 
beguiles a leisure moment by endeavouring to compose better; and he now casts 
these humble offerings into the treasury of the temple. 


J. С. 
Minster- Yard, York, Jan. 20, 1834. 


P.S. In addition to the causes already alluded to as having obstructed the progress of chanting, by exhibiting its 
practice to disadvantage, may be mentioned, the inadequate force of the choirs in many Cathedrals. It is not un- 
usual to find, on ordinary occasions, only one or two voices on each side, in addition to the trebles; so that all the parts 
cannot be sung. This is, in most instances, to be ascribed to the want of adequate funds, for the due support of a 
Choral Establishment. If, as is understood to be the case, one of the intended ecclesiastical changes is to abolish those 
Prebends in Cathedrals which are merely sinecures, and for which no residence is kept, one would hope, that before 
their revenues, which were bestowed for the additional splendour and dignity of Cathedral worship, are appropriated to any 
other purpose, however strictly ecclesiastical, inquiry will be made into the state of the funds of the Cathedrals, as it respects 
their sufficiency both for the maintenance of the fabrics, and for the support of the Choral service. | Where the office 
of any individual requires an attendance of more than seven hundred times in the year on Cathedral service, it is the reverse 
оҒа sinecure ; yet such duties as this are often meanly and inadequately requited. The sacred edifices should be preserved 
as monuments of a style of church architecture, which the utmost skill of modern invention has in vain attempted to 
improve upon, or even to rival; and Choral establishments should be maintained and cherished, independently of higher 
considerations, as being the only institutions which the country possesses for the support and encouragement of the 
science of music. 
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POINTED AND ARRANGED SO AS TO BE CONVENIENTLY CHANTED IN PARISH CHURCHES. 





EXPLANATION. 


EE 2 the Organ for а space of time 
5 ; ;hich is kept down upon 8 e т 
a ch part of a chant is the chanting note, w ет 2 liber: 
T T E m à A lensth of the verse; so as to admit of the words, however ПР АЕ кты. 
varying according : SEA = disent з із ; those іп Шай 
Дана Тһе syllables printed in roman letters, are to be chanted whilst this пое 15 continued ; cs 


are to be sung to the remaining notes of the chant. 


TE DEUM. 

We praise—thee,—O—God : we acknowledge—thee—to—be—the—Lord. 

All the earth doth—wor—ship—thee : the—Fa—ther—e—ver—lasting. | 

То thee all angels—ery—a—loud : the Heavens, and—all—the—powers—there—in. 

To thee Cherubin, and—Se—ra—phin : con—tin—ual—ly—do—cry, 

Holy,— Ho—ly— Holy : Lord —God—of—Sa—ba—ath ; 

Heaven and—earth—are—full : of the—Majes—ty—of—thy— Glory. 

The—glo—rious—company г of —the—A—pos—ties—praise thee. | 

The goodly fellowship of the—Pro—phets—praise thee; the noble—ar—my of—Mar—tyrs—praise 
thee. 

The holy Church throughout all the world doth ac—know—ledge—thee: the Father of an—in—finite— 
Ma—jes—ty ; 

Thine honourable, true, and—on—ly—Son: also the Holy—Ghost,—the—Com—for—ter. 

Thou art the King of—G(ory,—0O-— Christ : thou art the ever—las—ling—Son of—the—. Father. 
hor—the— I'ir—gin's——womb. 





When thou tookest upon thee to de—i—ver—man: thou didst not ab 

When thou hadst overcome the—shkarpness of death: thou didst open the Kingdom of—Heaven—to— 
all—he—lievers. 

Thou sittest at the right—Aand—of— God : in the Glo—ry—of—the—Father. 

We be—lieve—that—thor : shalt-—come—to—be—our—Judge. 

We therefore pray thee—help—thy—servants г whom thou hast redeemed—2with—thy—pre—cious—blood. 

Make them to be numbered—with—thy—saints : in—glo—ry—e— ver—lasting. 

0 Lord, save thy people, and—bless—thine—heritage: govern them amd—lift—them—up—for—ever, 

Day by day we—magni—fy—thee: and we worship thy Name,—ever—world—with—out—end. 

Vouch—safe,— 0— Lord : to keep us—this—day—with—oul—sin. 

О Lord, have—mer—cy up—on—us : have—me—r—cy—up—on из. 

О Lord, let thy merey—lighten—up—on из: as—our—trust—is—in—t hee. 

О Lord, in thee—have—I—trusted : let me—nre—ver—he—con—founded. 





JUBILA'TE. 


O BE joyful in the Lord,—all—ye—lands: serve the Lord with gladness, and come before his— 
pre—sence—with—a—song. 


Be ye sure that the Lord—he—is—God : it is he that hath made us,—and—not—we—our—selves. 


We—are—his—people : and—the—sheep—of—h is—pasture. 
О go your way into his sates—with— 3 ving 1110—11, 111—7 

Е 55 у Pi y 8 es—with thunks—giving г and—iné his—courts—with—wpraise. 
ankful—un— : апй--зреай г 

е thankfu un to—him ; апа speak—good—of—his— Name. 

For the Lord is gracious, his mercy 15—e—ver— lasting : 


: and his truth endureth from gene—ration— 
to—ge—ne—ration. 


Glory be to the Father, and—to—the—Son ; 


с со та, and—to—the—Ho—ly— Ghost ; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and—e— 


ver—shall be : world—with—out—end,—A—men. 
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Della Vita di Leonardo Leo 
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.- Sara brevissima la Notizia che noi andiamo a scrivere della vita di questo Gran Maestro, molto 

piu chiaro dal suó ingegno e le sue opere che dalla semplicita d'una vita affato consacrata alla 
c ke 

pratica ed all insegnamento dellarte nostra 


Nacque Ері in Napoli nell'anno i694, e quivistudia la Masica sotto la disciplina,comelo 











crediamo, d'Alessandro Scarlatti, Uomo di merito singolare, e promotore della Musica Dra. 
табса, св Egli adorno di molte belle invenzioni, particolarmente di quella del recitativo“ 
obligato. Andò sulle vestigia di questo grand’ uomo il nostro celebre Leonardo Leo, с divise 
col Pergolesi, Logroscino ed altri suoi coëtanei l'onore d'aver promossa la moderna scuola 


Napolitana al primo luogo fra tutte le scuole dell'Europa „quanto alla composizione drama- 
c Gs М 
у ! 


stica. Fu questo genere quello ch'egli sembrò anteporre а tutti обі altri, ma scrisse inoltre 


у c 


А? 


perla chiesa e perla camera; e benche le sue өреге” Ecclesiastiche abbiano sopravissuto a 
‚ 4utte le altre, s'odono ancora queste a? nosiri giorni con molto piacere,e saranno sempre 

. . . . .. V 7 2 » £ aor 

riguardate come molto profitevoli agli studenti. Ки egli molti anni Maestro di capella del 


conservatorio di. S. Onofrio in Napoli, e qui scrisse i suoi solfeegi e molte altre opere 


% ГД е ` (Ge . . . - üt LT . . . 
d'ogni genere. Qui anche ebbe sotto la sua disciplina molti scolari,frà 1 quali s'*ilustrarcno, 
Piccini, Traétta , ed altri dei quali avremmo a trattare. aualehe die dehhereilarry аге, 


tanto alla di lui savia severità quanto alla sua profonda dottrina. Era L. Leo molto attento 


қ қ E 
allesecuzione delle sue opere, e si dice, che per l'esecuzione del suo Miserere,il quale doveva 


udirsi nella settimana santa,incominciava le prove dal Mercoledi delle cineri,e proseguiva 
' cosi con molta attenzione sina questo tempo. Biori Egli nell'anno 1718,sin all'anno 1745, 
ch'egli mori apoplettico nel sopradétto conservatorio,in età di 51 anno, consumto dal lavoro 
ге l'applicazione ат suoi studj 

| ‚М. carattere distintivo di questo celebre Maestro fu il Grandioso,e deve egli a questo 


D зе ~ > > y > > « > Ge ` “i = = 3 d 
carattere d'essere stato generalmente riguardato come il primo dei Maestri. della sua сіз, 


> », тр > 1 S 1 1 c1 вА 2 SE SE è ы 2 
e d’aver annumerati fra suoi scolari o suoi imitatori i рій valenti compositori che hanno 


vissuto o insieme, o dopo di lui.. 


M A 15 e > > Ее 5 : - а : . 
Molte sono le sue opere, delle quali ci sono le principali: Per la chiesa, il Miserere 


a 9 cori 1 1 S. E : ! Prac : . 
c cori, Loratorio di 5. Elena; рег il teatro: Cajo=Gracco,1720:Tamerlano, 1722:Baja = 


3 . D 
=7еЦе 3 795: re 3: ‹ а Т 5 
с, 14. Timocrate, 1725 Ахрепе, зов С а{опе in utica,1729:Laclemenza di Tito,1755. 
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Ir is but recently that other countries have cast a look of enquiry on the literature of Germany; a 
fecling of intense interest has quickly succeeded to mere curiosity, when the incomparable treasures 
its pages contain have been discovered. Many cultivated minds now devote themselves to the study 
of the German language, in order that they may be enabled to draw from the living source of these 
precious literary waters, hitherto known to them by medium only of feeble and incomplete translations. 
For the most part all the beauty and energy of thought remained іп the pen of translators: the 
copyist failed to body forth in his copy, the soul which the original artist breathed into his canvas. 

Europe opens now a fresh furrow in the fertile fields об this German land, in order to share 
with her the productions of genius of which she is the gifted inheritor. "There are works, however, 
which are more speedily acclimatised, more easily translated. I should say, rather, they are all 
translated, since their language is а universal language and spoken by all people—a language so 
gentle, so persuasive, so penetrating—not the work of man, yet spoken by all men, understood by all 
men—a language of which all men hear the echo in the depths of their souls;—this universal language 
is Music. The works of Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven needed not translators in order to be understood. 
The appeal made in the stirring, energetic German accents of а Weber was quickly answered by the 
people alike of Eugland and France, and their enthusiasm proved that the language of German 
genius was understood. 

But we have not now to treat of symphonies, whether of Beethoven or Haydn, we speak not 
of the Freischutz nor Don Juan, but of another branch of the musical art, which like one of its first 
and most glorious apostles, has long found a home and a resting place in the hearts of the English. 
This branch holds the middle place between sacred music, strictly so called, and dramatic music, 
participating as it does at once of the nature of both—the music of the sacred drama, the Oratorio. 

The sacred cantata, “ The Pilgrims at the Holy Sepulchre,” appears now for the first time 
before the English Public. Naumann is little known in this country ; the execution of this composi- 
tion alone will prove how worthy he is to become «о; and this extraordinary man and his productions 
will be better loved and appreciated when those who listen to his strains shall have also heard the 
narrative of his life, of all his misery, all his sufferings, a history almost without parallel in the pages 
of the biography of genius. 

At the same time that the immortal author of Є Iphigenia,’ and “ Armida” attracted the 
admiration of the musical public of France, the composer of “ Cora,” of “ Gustavus Vasa,” excited the 
highest degree of enthusiasm in the North. Both Gluck and Naumann were of obscure parentage, 
having first seen the light under the humble roof of their peasant parents; Gluck in a little village 
near Toplitz in Bohemia, Naumann near Dresden. Both carried with them across the paternal 
threshold nothing save a vague, undefined, but ardent longing—a longing which gave them courage 
to endure adversity, vicissitudes and trials of every kind, in order to attain to the ideal which filled 
their ardent and imaginative souls. Thus these two children of peasants, cast, as though by chance, 
into the midst of the world, moulded in the iron school of suffering, reached an eminence whence they 
came to be regarded, each in his own sphere, as two geniuses who formed an epoch, and served as 
models in the art of Music. 

Details respecting the early years of Gluck are unknown to us, and it would be difficult to 
follow closely the history of the mental developement of this great artist. We are more fortunate 
with regard to Naumann, and we think the brief record we here present of the life of this celebrated 
Composer will be read with interest. 























Amédée Naumann was born at Blasewitz, near Dresden, in the year 1741, of very poor 
parents. His father played a little on the violin: nothing more was needed in order to excite in the 
young Amédée the ardent taste which urged him with irresistible force to devote himself wholly to 
Music. Nature is so docile that a single spark often suffices to kindle the flame of genius. A drop of 
rain, a ray of sunshine developes the acorn, which ere long rises into the majestic oak whose outspread- 
ing branches cast refreshing shade far around them. Naumann found some food for his predominant 
taste, in the help of his schoolmaster, who taught him to play on the piano; and his happy father 
already beheld a lambent crown of fame encircling the brows of his young Amédée, and shedding 
light and lustre on the family of Naumann. Не dreamed of nothing less than seeing one of its 
members at some future day schoolmaster of his village. But envious fate, that delights in overturn- 
ing the fairest projects, soon came to disturb this bright vision, and to shut the golden gates, which 
were about to open to the happy father the terrestrial paradise of the future. The evil genius this 
time was the mother of our young aspirant, who, distrustful of so uncertain a career, wished her son 
to learn a trade: that of locksmith was decided on, for it was one of which the success was пої 
doubtful ; the grandfather of Amédée had been the village farrier, and had thereby earned a good 
livelihood. His grandson, after shedding many tears, began his apprenticeship at Dresden. But to 
carry coals, to blow the bellows all day, to execute all the commissions, and to rock the cradle of his 
master’s child—such, alas! were not occupations that satisfied the cravings of his spirit. 

Though of a very docile, nay timid disposition, he ventured a grand stroke, followed the example 
of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, abandoned the workshop and fled; but he did not as Rousseau did, rush 
into the wide world, taking refuge with village curates and singing under the windows at the castles 
of the great; he returned humbly to his mother. All efforts to induce him to go back were vain, 
and they were obliged to forego this brilliant course, and think of another profession. And that other 
was soon found ; for village children who are fit neither to learn a trade nor to follow the plough—for 
such idlers there is always a post reserved, an employment ready, that of keeper of the flocks and 
herds, and to this Naumann was sentenced. 

Happy to be out of reach of his violent master, the locksmith, who gave him so many blows 
and so little to eat, happy to be far away from his amiable wife, who beat him in her turn to make 
him rock the child, he led his flocks gaily to pasture, whistled to his dog, and hummed merrily the airs 
he heard strummed by his father and the schoolmaster. The father’s ambition, however, was not so 
easily laid to sleep, and he returned to his favourite scheme of giving his son an education that should 
fit him to become one day the successor of the learned schoolmaster of Blasewitz. 

Who may describe the happiness, the joy of young Amédée, when the family, in full conclave, 
had given their consent to his plan !—when he was told that he would be permitted to go every day 
and in all weathers to the school of Saint-Croix at Dresden. He would be allowed to learn to write, 
read, sing, and yet more, to play on the piano ! 

His little satchel containing papers and his frugal meal аб his back, he went to school at an 
early hour in the morning, dined happy as a king, under the portico of some ancient church, whilst 
awaiting the opening of the afternoon classes, and returned in the evening to Blasewitz. 

It is out of this same seminary of Saint-Croix that have gone forth so many of our celebrated 
composers; it was in that school, still famed for its splendid musical performances, that Naumann 
received the first principles of that art in which he was destined at a future period to shine as one of 
its brightest ornaments. Аб Dresden he attended the religious service of the Catholic Church, he 
heard performed the compositions of Hasse, who inspired him from that moment with so profound, so 
religious a veneration, that during the whole of his after life he could never divest himself of a feeling 
of awe for the creator of these almost divine works. 

Three years passed thus. Naumann, notwithstanding his daily walks from Dlasewitz to 
Dresden, and from Dresden to Blasewitz, had found time to make considerable progress in his studies, 
particularly in music. Не already executed perfectly the fugues of Bach, and gave hopes ої brilliant 
success in his future vocation. But the dream which charmed his father’s heart was never to be 
realized. 

Mr. W...., member of the Chapel Royal of Stockholm, came to the house of the elder 
Naumann. Не heard the little Amédée play Bach’s fugues, and he proposed to take him with him 
into Italy and to give him a complete education. Alarmed at this project, his parents protested 
against it. They, who had never read any thing but Luther’s Bible, feared the Antichrist, the Pope, 
and all his heretical priesthood. As Naumann had а beautiful voice, a journey to Italy seemed to 
them perdition alike of soul and body. They obstinately refused. Such were not however the feelings 
of Naumann when he heard the offer, Не thought of nothing but the great masters of Italy; ће 
dreamt of nought but the science of harmony and counterpoint which he would there study: the 
hope was one of more than earthly happiness. АП his representations would however have failed to 
shake the puritanical opposition of his parents, had not the dread of the military conscription then 


















































set on foot for the seven years’ war, which broke out at that period, come to counterbalance this fear 
of the Roman demon (the pope) and his coadjutors ; for in this levy en masse, the height, more than 
the age of the conscript was considered, and Amédée only wanted three inches to fit him to shoulder 
the knapsack and carry the gun; his departure for the army might therefore be looked upon as not 
far distant. This motive prevailed, and Naumann, full of hope and joy, quitted his parents and the 
schoolmaster of Blasewitz. 

Alas! this happiness was of short duration. Mr. W...., before setting out for Italy, went 
to Hamburgh, and the poor child followed the carriage of his noble and generous protector, who 
allowed him eighteen centimes per day, on foot. From Hamburgh Mr. ХУ .... at last proceeded to 
Italy, and our unfortunate Naumann, still on foot, still toiled behind the rolling carriage. 
Occasionally only, when quite worn out by fatigue, he fell down exhausted by the side of the road, 
despairing alike of the help of God and man, the great virtuoso condescended to lift from the ground 
his artist apprentice, and kept him in the carriage until he had recovered from his sufferings. He 
traversed in this way Austria, and the mountains of Styria and Carinthia and arrived at last at Padua, 
for which place his master was bound, in order to avail himself of the lessons of the celebrated Tartini. 

During his residence in this town Naumann cleaned his master's boots and brushed 145 
clothes; the travelling companion became the servant, the slave of the Swedish virtuoso. Finding he 
could not exist on eighteen centimes a day, the courageous child sought, and was so fortunate as to 
find, employment elsewhere. Two noble Venetians, pupils of Tartini, gave him music to copy. 

Nothing can better paint the wretched condition in which the poor lad had been, than the 
letter which he then wrote to his father and mother. His joy at having found work knew no bounds. 
Instead, as the virtuoso desired, of asking money of them, exposed as they were to all the vicissitudes 
and disasters attendant on a bloody war, he could announce to them that he needed not assistance. 
lis letter which contained only expressions of happiness, bore as superscription these words: * Good 
news from Naumann in Italy.” His youthful imagination presented to him only bright and joyous 
days. Пе rose very early to clean his boots; he did his cooking with more than usual alacrity, іп 
order that he might have more time for his music copies. But his master looked with a different 
сус on this attempt at emancipation ; and in order to keep the young insurgent more completely in 
subjection, he took from him—can this be credited ?—the money he received for his copies! Great 
as had been his joy in gaining, his distress at this new disappointment was acute in proportion ; yet, 
though several persons wished to rescue him from the hands of so barbarous а task-master, he could 
not make up his mind to quit him, whom he still termed his benefactor. 

What above all, added to the bitterness of Naumann’s lot, was that the realization of his 
bright dream of learning harmony seemed to become every day more distant. "То go to Italy to 
clean boots and to learn to cook! Пе was far from supposing such to be the object of his journey. 
What floods of tears consequently did he shed over his blighted hopes! How many nights did he 
pass, seated on his bed, weeping at the thought of his poor mother and father—of all he had pro- 
mised them to have learnt at his return home. Не came forth triumphant from this state of 
desperation. Пе formed a great and noble resolution, which raised his suffering and dejected spirit 
and inspired the unhappy young man with courage. His natural timidity was overcome by the 
ardent desire of knowledge. Chance favoured his design. One day his master desired him to carry 
а violin to the house of Tartini. On the way he resolved on the great step: he entered the ађоде 
of the great master, trembling with respect as before an earthly God ; he tried to speak, to ask some- 
thing of him, but so great was his emotion, that his lips refused to articulate. "The gentle benevolence 
of the great maestro gave him fresh courage, and he at length stammered forth his modest request ; 
to be allowed to stand at the door of the room, whilst his master received his lesson. 

“Хо, my child," replied Tartini, “I will not permit this." Naumann would have fallen, 
had not the maestro kindly added; *but I will give you yourself lessons if I find you have talent 
and capability." Naumann’s joy was unspeakable; he wept in fullness of heart, and his tears 
moistened the old man's hands. From that time he went regularly to Tartini, who initiated him into 
the mysteries of an art, on which he was one day himself to shed lustre. Gratitude increased, if it was 
possible, his veneration for Tartini. During his whole life he always had the portrait of his master 
opposite to him. It was on those features he looked at moments of inspiration ; and even when he 
had acquired a European reputation, he used still to say with childlike modesty: “Tartini it is who 
guides me in my work. I cancelwhole pages when I say to myself: that is unworthy of my master, 
it would not have satisfied him." Meantime his position at Mr. W.’s did not improve. He remained 
with him notwithstanding the cruel treatment he received at his hands, till at length his benefactor 
became weary of the sacrifices he made for his protégé, and drove him from his house. А Saxon 
musician, Mr. Hunt, also a pupil of Tartini, gave the poor desolate boy shelter. Depending on 
himself alone, he by degrees procured several pupils, as he had learned to play well on the tenor 
while filling the post of footman and cook in the house of Mr. W. 









































































Whilst giving lessons to his pupils, and receiving them himself from Tartini, he felt а new 
existence gradually develope itself within him. His boyish face was clothed with a down that 
resembled wool more than a beard, and his heart, which till then had experienced the palpitations of 
fear only, awakened to other quicker, yet more gentle emotions. He discovered that there dwelt 
beings of another sex on earth, and amid the kindly and undefined feelings with which his innocent 
breast was filled towards all his fellow-men, his loving spirit fixed at length its tenderest aspiration 
on one only object. Who would have thought that a child of Saxony, and one who, faithful to 
the promise made to his mother, read a chapter of Luther’s Bible each morning and evening, 
would have found that object in the person of a mun. From that moment his spirit was 
troubled, his mind agitated, his heart and all his senses torn by a thousand conflicting passions. 
He thought only of the betrothed of God. In his dreams he saw her alone; and though his 
mother's image, assuming a threatening aspect, often replaced that of his platonie love, his soul, for 
the first time rebellious and disobedient to the voice of duty, dwelt fondly and entirely on its adored 
idol. A journey to Rome and Naples that was proposed to him, happily saved him from despair by 
removing him far from the object of his hopeless affection. 

During his three years’ residence in Padua, he had become acquainted in Tartini's house 
with his countryman Hasse; at Bologna he saw Martini, head of the school in that town, and he 
availed himself of the lessons of both these artists, in order to acquire increased musical knowledge. 

At Naples, his predilection for dramatic music was fully developed. After remaining six 
months at Naples, he went to Venice, where he earned his humble subsistence by giving lessons. He 
was then engaged by an impresario (manager) to write an opera. The morning of the day on which 
the first representation was to take place, he walked along the Кіра Grande, turned his steps thence 
down a narrow strect to the Rialto, and stopped with a bounding heart before the play bill, to revel 
in the hope of his coming glory. It was the first time he had seen his name in print, and who knows 
not that such a day is indeed a great day in the life of an author. After he had visited all quarters 
of the ancient city of the Republic, read and re-read the large bills posted against the marble columns 
of palaces, and thus satisfied his innocent vanity, fear began to succeed to self gratulation, and the 
sight of these same bills filled him with such dread, that he would willingly have retraced his steps in 
order to tear them down. The evening came at last; while the young composer hid himself trem- 
bling from head to foot in the corner of a box, a little Abbé, seated in one opposite to him applauded 
with all his might the fresh and charming melodies, which, from that time, became the property of 
the Venetian people; and which were soon, by day and by night, resounding through the streets, and 
on the canals and the lagunes of Venice. 

Forty years afterwards, Naumann and the celebrated Vogler (now doubly dear to the musical 
public of Europe, because from his school issued the two most celebrated composers of the new dra- 
matic music, Weber and Meyerbcer) met at Prague, at the house of the Duke of Courland. The 
Abbé Vogler had just arrived from Vienna, where he had been superintending the performance of 
his Opera, “ Castor and Pollux? Speaking of the triumph he had obtained, he seated himself at the 
piano to sing the melody to which, as he said, the success of the piece was to be attributed. “ Ought 
I not to be ashamed," he said, “to owe my good fortune to a trifle like this ?" The Duchess 
thought the melody beautiful and touching. “ And you, Naumann, what do you think of it?” asked 
Vogler, “do you not know this melody?" “No,” replied Nauman; “I never heard it before.” 
“What! do you not recollect your first Opera that you produced at Venice forty years ago. So 
you do not remember the air to which you were indebted for its success! I was present at the first 
performance of that opera; I applauded it with all my heart, and this air, I never could forget it. 
Being required to write melodies, breathing love and tenderness, now that my old withered heart has 
no chords left which echo such sounds, I was obliged to draw from memory; I took your subject, І 
have treated it after my own manner, and to it I owe my recent success. Now I have made my 
confession, hoping that you will grant entire absolution to so aged a sinner.” 

At the period of his first triumph at Venice, in 1762, Naumann was twenty-one years old. 
After the twentieth representation, the house being always filled, the manager, payed the composer 
ten ducats for the whole score, boasting at the same time of his generosity in venturing to produce a 
piece written by a beginner, and that beginner a German ! 

After having passed eight years in Italy, Naumann felt a great desire to visit his native 
land, to see again Dresden and Blasewitz, and once more to embrace his beloved parents. In order 
to insure a kindly reception at the court of the Elector of Saxony, he sent as his avant-courier one of 
his sacred compositions, of which he confided the presentation to his father. The elder Naumann 
felt his knees tremble and his limbs fail him, when he was desired to bring the composition to court. 
His wife was more courageous, particularly when the future fortune of her child was concerned. 
Mrs. Naumann put on a clean white cap, her holiday clothes, read a chapter of the Bible and one of 
Luther’s Hymns, and went to Dresden. 
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She was received graciously at court, as people are received when they ask for nothing; but 
the composition was found to be so excellent, that it was believed impossible that it should be the 
work of the poor peasant’s son, and some fraud was suspected. At last Naumann himself reached 
Blasewitz ; he had grown the three inches that were wanting for the conscript's height; he had a 
beard, and his parents did not know their son again. He was at length recognized amid floods of 
tears of gratitude and joy. When several of his masses had been performed they acknowledged him 
at Court also, and began to repair the injustice they had done him. In 1769, he was named 
composer of the court, and in that character sent once more to Italy. He went to Naples, his 
favourite place of residence, thence to Palermo, and composed for the theatre of that city his great 
opera of “ Achilles at Scyros.” Оп his return to Sicily he wrote “Alexander.” It was at this period 
that he saw for the last time his old master, the great Tartini, who had then recently devoted himself 
exclusively to musical mysticism. He proved to his pupil, by means of music, the existence of God, 
of the soul, and of its immortality ; he pointed out to him even the evidences of the Trinity, and all 
the mysteries of the church. 

After a residence of three years in Italy, Naumann returned to Dresden to compose the 
music for Metastasio’s Opera “La Clemenza di Tito.” Notwithstanding his success at the church 
and at the theatre, his pecuniary situation did not greatly improve; his court salary amounted to but 
two hundred and twenty dollars (£32 10s). Не returned a third time to Italy, conducting his 
younger brother, a painter, to the school of the celebrated Mengs at Rome. Не again spent two 
years in that city, and composed in the space of thirteen months, besides other operas, “ Le Nozz 
disturbate,” “ І) Isola deshabitata,? for Venice, and “ Armida,” for Padua. 

Піз recal by the Elector was accompanied by his nomination to the post of Maitre-de- 
chapelle to the court. Then at length his position became less uncertain ; the days of poverty were 
past, and the courts of the north were rivals for the possession of the works and for the personal 
presence of the great composer. 

In 1776 he was summoned to the court of Gustavus IIL, king of Sweden. He wrote his 
great opera “ Amphion,” for Stockholm, as likewise that which gained him a European reputation, 
“Cora.” The king himself was the author of the poem for Gustavus Vasa, of which Naumann con- 
ducted the first performance. Не organized an orchestra in the Swedish capital, that became one ої 
the most splendid in Europe. Не was invited to the court of Denmark in 1789, and then composed 
* Orpheus." 

Пе wrote the operas of Є Medea" and “ Protesilaus," for Berlin. Frederick William IL, 
king of Prussia, made him the most brilliant offers, and others of a like nature were sent to him 
repeatedly from Paris ; but he preferred remaining attached to the person and court of the Elector of 
Saxony. Не resided at Dresden, paying occasional visits to Berlin for the purpose of bringing out 
his works. As the compositions of Naumann were then every where in vogue, their gentle and 
elevated tones were heard in every drawing-room, they became also the charm of the court soirées in 
the рајасе of Frederick IL, and when at Berlin, he was always requested to conduct the concerts 
himself. 

After having quaffed the goblet of glory, as he had drained the cup of misery and suffering 
to the dregs, he devoted himself, from predilection, almost wholly to sacred music. However, he 
produced at the Dresden theatre, so late as the winter of 1801, his last opera “ Acis and Galatea,” а 
composition full of fire and energy. He then wrote several oratorios, vespers, masses, psalms, and 
cantatas. Не composed * Davidde," an oratorio, and his admirable music for Klopstock's “ Pater 
Noster" An hour sufficed him to form the plan of this superb composition ; but he employed fifteen 
months on the execution of the work in all its details. It was his last song—the song of the swan. 
This composition is among his sacred, what * Cora," is among his dramatic works; it is the most 
elaborate. Another, less vast, less learned, but still more elevated, still more admirable, is “ The 
Pilgrims at the Holy Sepulchre.’ Nothing can equal the gentle grandeur of this composition. His 
accents breathe celestial harmonies, from the Holy Land, from that city, the glory of the earth, the 
voices of the pious pilgrims rise, like incense, to a heavenly Jerusalem. There reigns in this composi- 
tion all the devotion of a religious soul, entirely divested of earthly passion, of worldly emotion; all is 
love, faith, hope! It is one of those works which heard once in our lives, are heard never again to be 
forgotten, of which the remembrance only touches the heart. 

Neither Metastasio’s words,— 


Di questo al terminar 
Del mondo oscura via 
Dato, ah! per lui ci sia 
La celeste abitar 
Gerusalemme ! 


nor Naumann’s divine sounds, will ever fade from my memory. 
































This composition bears, besides, the impress of Naumann’s character; in it, as in all his 
productions, he shows himself to be simple, ingenuous and modest, devoid of violent passions, free 
from striking peculiarities, but imbued with an angelic spirit, a fiery imagination, and giving utterance 
to tones whose fascination is felt by all, tones that find an echo in every heart. Naumann seeks not 
to shine, to be admired, he only desires to please, to move; thus his music not only charms, it 
elevates the soul; it makes man better. To Naumann alone has it been given to clothe the sacred 
mysteries of the art of music in accents filled with such unction. 

“ Such melodies,”* says Rochlitz, a learned German critic, “ such melodies can be created 
only by a really good man. Others may carry away their auditors more—miay astonish more ;—but 
Naumann’s melodies touch our hearts, and vibrate long in their inmost depths.” 

An oratorio was performed every year, on the Saturday in Passion week. The King, 

Frederick Augustus himself, selected the composition. After the production of the Є Pellegrini,’ he 
always chose it, and with Naumann himself it was an especial favourite. 
: Four days before his death, he assembled all the principal opera singers at his house. The 
whole day was passed in music, and when evening came, I Pellegrini was executed. Mademoiselle 
Schmalz, Perotti, Bonavari, sang the solos. On hearing the last quartette, “ Di questo al terminar,” 
all present were affected to tears. “ After such music,” said the singers, shutting up the score, “ we 
will not hear another note.” 

Who would then have dreamed, that four days later Є Di questo al terminar? would be sung at 
the tomb of the great master. 

The 21st of October, 1801, he went out to purchase some trees for his estate at Blasewitz, 
and before quitting his house he went, as was his custom, to embrace his young children, and look at 
them while asleep. When he reached the Great Garden, he was seized with apoplexy. Тһе passers 
by, supposing him to be intoxicated, walked on without affording him any assistance. He was found 
the next day in a dying state. 

Amidst all his glory—amid all the turpitude and hollowness of courts and flatterers, the soul 
of Naumann remained pure and unscathed ; ingenuous and innocent, his heart was uncorrupted ; he 
preserved to the end of his life every noble and generous sentiment, all the high aspirations which 
had sustained him in adversity: the hard apprenticeship of suffering through which he had passed 
had not stifled one of the good qualities with which nature had endowed him. 

Не prized his lowliness of birth as having added to the lustre of his subsequent career. He 
loved his dear Blasewitz better than the palaces of kings, and after he had gained an independance, 
he fixed his abode permanently there. He would not have exchanged his humble descent from poor 
peasants for a long line of noble ancestors. The fame and honours his intrinsic merit had won for 
him, were far more valuable in his eyes than all hereditary privileges and armorial bearings. 

May the interest which a knowledge of the life of a man like Naumann must excite, be 
reflected on his works! Му object in writing this biographical notice will then be attained, for such 
compositions must exert a gveat and beneficial influence on the musical taste of the age. Though 
differing widely in character from his celebrated countryman, whose compositions are, as it were, 
naturalized in this country, I should feel that were he to become associated, however remotely, with 
Handel, in the affections of the English, I had erected a monument to his memory worthy of the 
genius and high moral worth of this great man, to whom I owe, in my musical vocation, the most 
enduring pleasure, and the deepest gratitude. 


Joseph aimer, 


* Für Freunde der Tonkunsts. 
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